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the name of the current prejudices which it happens
to shock. He advocates it, but only because it is
the last new fashion of the day. In either case he
falls into the ordinary party vice of imagining that
his opponents must be fools or knaves, that their
opinions are directly inspired by the devil or a
judicial blindness inflicted by Providence, simply
because he will not take the trouble to understand
them. The man who would try to raise himself
above the position of the mere pander to passing
antipathies must widen his intellectual horizon. He
must qualify himself to take broad views ; he must
learn that his little list of commonplaces does not
represent real thought, but is often the embodiment
of mere prejudice, or perhaps the deposit of words
left by thinkers of past generations ; he must learn
to do more than merely dish them up with a new
sauce ; he must concentrate his abilities upon definite
problems, consider how they have arisen, and what is
their relation to the past and the future. To do so
requires some disinterestedness: some love of truth
for its own sake ; and a capacity for answering your
opponent by explaining him, instead of a mere quick-
ness for taunting him personally. It requires, no
doubt, serious and prolonged application. Even such
a training will not enable a man to unlock all the
puzzles of the day; but it may help towards the